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Alligators and razorback hogs live in (relative) harmony at the Billie Swamp Safari Park on the Big Cypress Seminole Reservation.

the long, straight stretch of I-75 linking
Fort Lauderdale to Naples.

The safari, a Seminole Nation enterprise,
is a mix of old-time reptile show, American
Indian storytelling and a natural-history
lesson unlike anything else, all starring lots
and lots of alligators.

Seminoles, an offshoot of the Creek
people, began moving from the north into
the inhospitable marshes of Florida in the
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Tortoises are among animals at the park.

18th century, fleeing the British settlers and
other, hostile Indians. (Many of the origi-
nal Florida tribes had been largely wiped
out by the Spanish.)

In the 1830s, most Indians were forcibly
removed from Florida.

But under the leadership of Chief Osceo-
la, the Seminoles fought back. Many were
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