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Native beauty-is revered in the South
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" Billie Swarﬁp Safari, an
ecoheritage néar Florida's
Everglades, gives insighfs
into Seminole customs. Inset,.
:\ Cherokee actor prepares

or the outdgor drama Unto
These Hills at Cherokee, N.C.
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mnu-nw indians

By Brian Jewell
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Indian Mounds of Mississippi

As long ago as 100 B.C., native peo
'vlq’\ inhabited what is today the state of
Mississippl. From A.D. 1000 to 1700, the
Mississippian people, for whom
Mississippl is named, built a society in
the area

Though these prehistoric groups
have long since disappeared, evidence
of their civilization remains in the form
of numerous mounds throughout the
state. Historians estimate that native
groups constructed thousands of these
mounds, though only a handful remain
Eleven of them can be seen on the
Indian Mounds of Mississippi Heritage
Trail

At Naniah Waiva Mound and Village
near Philadelphia, a 26-foot-high mound
is maintained as a state park. The site
was an esteemed religious center for
the Choctaw, a group that inhabited the
area from around A.D. 1000 to 1600
Pottery shards found in excavations
however, suggest that the mound may
have been constructed by a group living
in the area around the time of Christ

The Grand Village of Natchez
Indians is one of the most prominent
mounds in the state

“We're the main ceremonial site of

—

the Natchez Indians,” said the site’s
Sharon Ogden. “Our mounds are cere
monial mounds, not burial mounds.”

At the site, visitors can see three
platform mounds, as well as an adjacent
ceremonial area where the political and
religious activities of the Natchez
Indians took place. Interpreters have
reconstructed a Natchez house at the
park, and a museum at the site contains
numerous artifacts that have been exca
vated from the mounds

www.nps.gov/nr/trave/mounds

Alabama Native American Trail

Numerous Indian nations have lived
in what is now Alabama, and sites
throughout the state document their
cultures and some of the important
events that took place there. The
Alabama Native American Trail takes
travelers to a number of the most
important ones

Near the town of Jackson'’s Cap,
Horseshoe Bend National Military Park
commemorates the site of the Battle of
Horseshoe Bend, an 1814 battle between
LS. military forces and the Creek
Indians

To me, this is one of the most his



